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Introduction:
The days grow shorter and summer is coming to an end. All very sad, but we do have the new theatre
season to look forward to. If fact, we have a great season coming up with three excellent plays. We are
already in rehearsal for Norm Foster’s comedy, “Looking,” our first play of this season.
On August 6th 2019 we held our third Annual General Meeting at the Dog and Duck Pub meeting room,
and reviewed the past season as well as worked on planning our next one. The existing Board of
Directors all agreed to serve again.
Our Seniors Entertainment Group entertained at the Good Companions 50+ Club in Calgary in June, and
we have been invited back on Saturday, September 28th 2019 to perform again. This time, we will
perform short plays that we have written to highlight the problems of ageing and elder abuse. These
plays are in conjunction with our good friends, CARYA.
As usual, we finish up this Newsletter with jokes. Please enjoy our latest issue!

OUR NEXT PRODUCTION
Friday, October 4th 2019 to Saturday, October 12th 2019

“Looking” by Norm Foster
From one of Canada’s most popular playwrights comes this hilarious comedy. Val is an O.R. nurse, Andy
is in the storage business, Nina is a police officer and Matt is the host of a morning radio show. They’re
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middle-aged, single and looking. Val agrees to meet Andy after answering his personal ad in the
newspaper and Nina and Matt are coaxed into joining their friends for support. What follows is
hilarious, touching, and so very true to life.
The performance dates are as follows:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Friday, October 4th 2019
Saturday, October 5th 2019
Tuesday, October 8th 2019
Wednesday, October 9th 2019
Thursday, October 10th 2019
Friday, October 11th 2019
Saturday, October 12th 2019

We will be performing in the Joyce Doolittle Theatre at the Pumphouse Theatres.
Evening shows start at 7:30 p.m.
A matinée will be held on Saturday, October 12th 2019 and will start at 2 p.m.
Tickets are: $25 for general admission and $20 for seniors/students.

For tickets:
Tickets will be available on Eventbrite for General Admission only.
For general admission as well as for seniors/students tickets, please go to:
email – ctstickets@yahoo.ca
phone – (587) 577-3669
Or you can buy your tickets at the box office.

We look forward to seeing you at one of our performances.
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The cast for “Looking” is:

Colleen Bishop as Val

Rick Yoder as Matt

Simom Larter as Andy

Amandarae Cross as Nina

This season’s following plays:
•

“The Good Game”, by Roy Teed

Friday, January 31st 2020 to Saturday, February 8th 2020.
Comedy erupts in the locker room when 25 years after winning the championship games of the Nestor
Cup three times, four hockey players reunite and try to recapture their magic as they take on the much
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younger competitors in a charity match. The locker room is the scene for the unexpected as well as the
usual pre-game banter. The on-going interview with CBC reporter Samantha brings out the best in the
old-timers and they discover they have not changed very much over the years. Whether you are a
hockey fan or not, this is a must see comedy!

Note:
In Newsletter No. 15 we stated that we were going to present “Tribes” by Nina Raine in January 2020, but unfortunately due
to contractual and financial reasons we had to make a change. We will be presenting, the great comedy, “The Good Game”
instead. However “Tribes” is still being considered for a future season.

•

“The War Brides are Coming”, by Gail Whiteford

Friday, April 10th 2020 to Saturday, April 18th 2020.
The play is set in Olds Alberta. War brides are coming from Europe to join their new families in Olds
after the war, but the families are not as welcoming as the girls could have hoped and they are met with
tension and not exactly open arms. Some adjustments are needed if the war brides are to live here
happily ever after.

“SHACKLETON” again:
We have been requested to perform the radio play “Shackleton” at the Dog and Duck Pub meeting
room, at 5340 2nd St SW, Calgary. The provisional date is Saturday, November 16th 2019. Tickets are
limited. Please contact Alan Le Boeuf at alanl@athabascau.ca. Tickets are $20 each payable at the
door.

Seniors Entertainment Group
On Saturday, June 8th 2019 our senior’s entertainment group performed at the Good Companions 50+
Club in Calgary. There was a crowd of about eighty members who came out to enjoy the show. They
thoroughly enjoyed the show and we enjoyed performing for them.
We have been invited back and on Saturday afternoon, September 28th 2019 we will be performing
again. This time, we will perform short plays that we have written to highlight the problems of ageing
and elder abuse. This performance is in conjunction with our good friends, CARYA.
Below are some photographs from the June performance at the Good Companions 50+ Club:
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Peter Warne and Zena Drabinsky in “The Minister Calls”

Arthur Zrill and Lana Patterson in “Grandpa wants a Computer”
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Zena Drabinsky and Bill McCarthy in “Paddy”

Peter Warne and Alan LeBoeuf in “The Vicar”
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INTERNATIONAL FILM NIGHT.
In June we saw the excellent Iranian film, “The Color of Paradise”. Our next film night we will show the East

German Film “Good Bye Lenin”.

When:

Tuesday, September 10th 2019 at 7 p.m. in the lower level of the Dog and Duck at 5340 2nd St SW,

Calgary,
East Germany, the year 1989: A young man protests against the regime. His mother watches the
police arresting him and she suffers a heart attack, falling into a coma. Some months later, the
GDR does not exist anymore and the mother awakens. Since she has to avoid every excitement,
the son tries to set up the GDR again for her in their flat. But the world has changed a lot.
Running time: 121 minutes
Language:

German, with English subtitles

Remember: these film screenings are all free of charge. A discussion usually follows. You are most
welcome to attend!

A LITTLE NIGHT READING
We are continuing our “A Little Night Reading” activities, where we workshop new Canadian plays. We
read the plays orally, and offer constructive comments to assist the playwright in whatever way we can.
Readings are open to the public, and you are welcome to attend and participate in the readings.
In October 2019 we will workshop “Lost Boys” a play by Brandon Shalansky (A Kelowna author).
If you have written a play that you would like to have workshopped, please let us know.
Notification of play names and dates of the readings will be sent through the Calgary ACTS emails and
this email list as well.

CALGARY ACTS:
Congratulations to the following Confederation Theatre Society members on their nominations for
Calgary ACTS 2019 awards:
•
•
•

John Martin as leading actor in Happy Death Day.
Ivy Padmos as supporting actress in Happy Death Day.
Alan LeBoeuf for best original script for French Kiss-Off.
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AGM
On Tuesday, August 6th 2109 we held our 3rd Annual General Meeting at the Dog and Duck in their basement. A
large crowd were presented with a brief summary of our past year’s efforts:

We reviewed last season’s productions:
•
•

“Happy Death Day” by Louis Hobson
“French Kiss-Off” By Alan LeBoeuf

Our finances remain almost healthy, but we are still operating with limited funds as we receive very
little outside financial support. Hopefully this situation will change during this next season.
Our lineup of productions for this season is:
•

“Looking” by Norm Foster, Friday, October 4th 2019 to Saturday, October 12th 2019.

•

“The Good Game” by Roy Teed, Friday, January 31st 2020 to Saturday, February 8th 2020.

•

“War Brides are Coming” by Gail Whiteford, Friday, April 10th 2020 to Saturday, April 18th 2020

Our seniors’ group continued their good work by performing shows for seniors in Haysboro Community
Centre, Confederation Park, Huntington Hills, and Good Companions Club and in Lethbridge with the
Coulee Players.
The last year’s Executive Board all agreed to serve again. So the Executive Board remains as:
President:

Alan LeBoeuf

Vice-President:

Paul Brown

Treasurer:

Linda Hughes

Secretary:

Zena Drabinsky

Non-executive board positions are:
Technical advisor (and web page/facebook)

John Hickie

External activities (shows)

Ray Mordan

Diversity coordinator & publicity

Sharmir Ladhani

Community Outreach/Volunteer Co-ordinator

Lana Patterson

Special projects & publicity

Michael Bradley

Members-at-large:

Mike Hughes, Lorne Drabinsky, Arthur Zrill
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A photo of some of the audience members at the AGM

Bios of new non-executive board members
John Hickie

- John is a practicing physician in Calgary with experience in Family Medicine, Emergency Medicine and

Occupational Medicine. Prior to medicine, John was a marine & wildlife biologist working in diverse environments such as
living on the ice with Inuit hunters and in the Caribbean. In community service he has served on the Board of Governors,
Senate and Alumni Board of The University of Calgary. In theatre he has produced and stage managed plays, built props, and
manufactured sound effects (both live on stage and electronic). He co-wrote a play about the Antarctic Explorer – Ernest
Shackleton that was produced in 2018.

Ray Mordan - Served in numerous executive board positions in theater and business - President of Theatre BC, President of
Peace River and South Island Zones of Theatre BC, Treasurer Theatre BC for 6 terms, executive member Rotary Clubs in BC as
well as Chamber of Commerce
Royal Roads University Certified Executive Coach, providing strategic planning to Theatre BC, Kelowna Actors Studio among
others in the performing arts sector.
Senior leadership positions with Bank of Montreal during a 25 year career.

Shamir Ladhani - Shamir received his graduate degree in electrical engineering from the
University of Calgary and has since held many senior-level positions, including as Vice-President of ENMAX Power
Corporation and is currently the President of Panther Power Corporation. He is an international speaker, executive coach,
and leadership trainer specializing in helping
individuals tap into their highest potential. Shamir is a two-time award-winning stage actor and has served on numerous
non-profit boards in Alberta.

Lana Patterson - Twenty two years of cross-cultural living in an aboriginal community: teaching, organizational and
program development experience, working primarily with teens and adults, to facilitate learning, development and growth
educationally, artistically and socially.

Codes of Conduct
Confederation Theatre Society has developed a Code of Conduct and a Theatre Code of Conduct to
make sure that members, instructors, performers, students, and associates of the Society are aware that
harassment and discrimination are unacceptable practices and are incompatible with the standards of this
organization. These codes can be seen in the near future on our web page www.confederationtheatre.ca
9

CTS Newsletter

No. 16

September 2019

Alberta Gaming and Liquor Commission.
We have applied for a casino licence from AGLC, who may contact you, Confederation Theatre Society’s
members, to confirm membership. Membership is free and reflects your commitment to CTS.

CALGARY CLOWN FESTIVAL

Confederation Theatre Society members will receive a 15% discount of tickets by using the code “Hillhurst15” to
individual evening performances.
FREE BIRDY
Artist/Illustrator

Becca Loughlin
Tel/text: (403) 808 6136
Becca.tkloughlin@gmail.com
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100-1319 Edmonton Trail NE
info@elitebrewing.com
Tel: (403) 277 7099

Jokes that should have won Funniest Joke at the Edinburgh
Fringe Festival
“I can give you the cause of anaphylactic shock in a nutshell.” - Gary Delaney
“I saw a documentary on how ships are kept together. Riveting!” - Stewart Francis
“Crime in multi-storey car parks. That is wrong on so many different levels.” - Tim Vine
“I picked up a hitch hiker. You’ve got to when you hit them.”- Emo Philips
“I was watching the London Marathon and saw one runner dressed as a chicken and another runner
dressed as an egg. I thought: ‘This could be interesting.' - Paddy Lennox
“I’m looking for the girl next door type. I’m just gonna keep moving house till I find her” - Lew Fitz
“I like to imagine the guy who invented the umbrella was going to call it the ‘brella’. But he hesitated” -Andy Field
“I have two boys, 5 and 6. We’re no good at naming things in our house” - Ed Byrne
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“I wonder how many chameleons snuck onto the Ark” - Adam Hess
“I’ve been happily married for four years – out of a total of 10.” - Mark Watson
“Apparently one in three Britons are conceived in an IKEA bed which is mad because those places are
really well lit.” - Mark Smith
Don’t you hate it when people assume you’re rich because you sound posh and went to private school
and have loads of money?” - Annie McGrath
“If you’re being chased by a pack of taxidermists, do not play dead.” - Olaf Falafel
“I’m entering the worlds tightest hat competition. Just hope I can pull it off.”- William Andrews
“My mate came second in a Winston Churchill lookalike competition. He was close, but no cigar.” Goose
“My girlfriend and I are saving up for a mortgage, but it isn't going very well - because sadly, all of
our grandparents are still alive.”- Matt Richardson
“My perfect man is someone who uses words correctly; he's someone who would only say 'that
literally blew me away' if he were flung into the sky.” - Louisa Fitzhardinge

And finally:

I finally did it!
Bought a new pair of shoes with memory foam
insoles.
No more forgetting why I walked into the
kitchen.
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