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Introduction:
Winter winds are blowing and the snows have come again to Calgary. But fear not, theatre is alive and
well and guaranteed to warm you.
In September our Seniors Entertainment Group entertained the Good Companions 50 plus Club. Not
exactly our usual program as we had been asked to write and perform plays highlighting problems of
ageing and elder abuse. The very large audience was very appreciative of our efforts.
In October we presented our Fall production - a memorable performance of “Looking”, a comedy by
Canadian playwright, Norm Foster.
In November, we performed our Radio Play, “Shackleton” at the Dog and Duck Pub. We performed in
a very crowded Pub. The kitchen and bar did a brisk trade, the audience had a great time, and we were
delighted with the reception we received from the large crowd present.
Coming along in January/February 2020 we will present “The Good Game”, a comedy about hockey
by Roy Teed: 25 years after winning the championship games of the Nestor Cup three times, four
hockey players reunite and try to recapture their magic as they take on the much younger competitors
in a charity match.
This is a must-see comedy if you are a hockey fan or not!
In April 2020, we will premiere a play, “The War Brides are Coming”, written by local playwright
Gail Whiteford. This play is set in Olds Alberta in 1945 as the brides from Europe arrive to join their new
families in Canada. But what reception will they receive?
All-in-all a busy time for our theatre group. Details of our events follow on the next few pages.

As usual, we finish up the Newsletter with jokes. We hope you enjoy our latest issue.
And, of course, we wish all of you, our supporters, a very happy holiday season!
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OUR NEXT PRODUCTION

2

CTS Newsletter

No. 17

December 2019

Friday, January 31st 2020 to Saturday, February 8th 2020.

“The Good Game”, by Roy Teed
Comedy erupts in the locker room when 25 years after winning the championship games of the Nestor
Cup three times, four hockey players reunite and try to recapture their magic as they take on the much
younger competitors in a charity match. The locker room is the scene for the unexpected as well as the
usual pre-game banter. The on-going interview with CBC reporter Samantha brings out the best in the
old-timers and they discover they have not changed very much over the years. Whether you are a
hockey fan or not, this is a must see comedy!
The performance dates are as follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Friday January 31st 2020
Saturday, February 1st 2020
Tuesday, February 4th 2020
Wednesday, February 5th 2020
Thursday, February 6th 2020
Friday, February 7th 2020
Saturday, February 8th 2020

Evening shows start at 7:30 p.m. A matinée will be held on Saturday, February 8th and will start at 2:30
p.m. We look forward to seeing you at one of our performances.
Tickets are:

$25 for general admission and $20 for seniors/students.

For tickets:
Tickets will be available on Eventbrite for General Admission only.
Or for general admission as well as seniors/students tickets, go to:

email – ctstickets@yahoo.ca
phone – (587) 577-3669
Or you can buy your tickets at the box office.

The cast for “The Good Game” includes the following:
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Kevin Chinook
Luigi Savoia
Wayne Arsenault
Stan Argue
Lisette Allan
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“LOOKING”
From October 4th to 12th 2019, we presented at the Pumphouse Theatre, Norm Foster’s comedy
“Looking”. This was a feast of great acting and directing. Congratulations to all involved – a job well
done. The cast have set a high standard that we will have to work hard to maintain! It was, in all, an
excellent evening of theatre. Congratulations to the Director – Ray Mordan and the actors:

•
•
•
•

Amanda Rae Cross who played Nina.
Colleen Bishop who played Val.
Simon Larter who played Andy.
Rick Yoder who played Matt Kennedy.

Simon Larter, Rick Yoder, Amanda Rae Cross & Colleen Bishop in “Looking”.
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Rick Yoder & Amanda Rae Cross in “Looking”.

Simon Larter and Colleen Bishop in “Looking”.
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The rest of this season:
“The War Brides are Coming”, by Gail Whiteford.
Friday, April 10th 2020 to Saturday, April 18th 2020.
The play is set in Olds Alberta. War brides are coming from Europe to join their new families in Olds
after the war, but the families are not as welcoming as the girls could have hoped and they are met with
tension and not exactly open arms. Some adjustments are needed if the war brides are to live here
happily ever after.

Next Season’s Program
The list of productions for the season 2020/2021 has yet to be set, but we are looking at the following
plays:

“Opening Night” by Norm Foster
“When a Jew meets a Moslem in a comedy” by Caroline Russell- King.
Other plays are also still being considered, and the program will be finalized later in this season.

“Shackleton” again:
On Saturday, November 16th 2019, we performed our Radio Play, “Shackleton” at the Dog and Duck
Pub. This was a new experience for all of us to be performing in a very crowded Pub. A bit like DinnerTheatre, in a way! The kitchen and bar did a brisk trade, and the large audience had a great time. As a
result, we were asked to return to perform other plays in the future. So watch this space to see what
will be coming!

A quote from a member of the audience:

“Thanks for inviting us to your radio play last evening— we enjoyed it and learned something interesting and something
worthwhile. You obviously did a lot of research and a lot of writing and succeeded in bringing Shackleton’s expedition to
life. Congratulations to you and your colleagues.”
– P A & D A Calgary
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Paul Brown, Simon Larter, Alan LeBoeuf, Peter Warne and Ray Mordan entertain the audience in the Pub

Rick Yoder, Bill McCarthy, Paul Brown, Steve Shutt and Simon Larter performing in the Dog and Duck.
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Alan LeBoeuf, Peter Warne and Ray Mordan on stage.

The cast for “Shackleton” was:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sir Ernest Shackleton
Frank Worsley
Tom Crean
Frank Wild & Mr. Sorlie
Tim McCarthy & Percy Blackborrow
McNish, John Vincent, Ernest Holness
& Dr. Macklin
Frank Hurley
Leonard Hussey
Sound Effect Artist

Alan Le Boeuf
Simon Larter
Steve Shutt
Paul Brpwn
Bill McCarthy
Rick Yoder
Ray Mordan
Peter Warne
John Hickie

Seniors Entertainment Group
On Saturday afternoon September 28th 2019 we performed at the Good Companions 50 plus Club in
Calgary. We had entertained there only a few months previously, and were invited back to write and
perform short plays to highlight the problems of ageing and elder abuse. This was in conjunction with
our Calgary Health Region friends, CARYA. We were asked to perform 45 minutes of plays about elder
abuse. That sounded depressing, so we mixed drama with comedy, both about elder abuse and ageing.
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In addition to an existing play about physical abuse of an elder in a family, there were new plays about
memory loss (a comedy) internet scams (drama) and theft from the family (a drama about Alzheimer’s
disease). The performance was very well received.
Below are some photographs from the performance at the Good Companions 50+ Club:

Zena Drabinsky, Terry Ager and Lana Patterson in “Theft from the Family”

Zena Drabinsky, Terry Ager and Bill McCarthy in “The Social Workers”
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Terry Ager, Lana Patterson Alan LeBoeuf and Arthur Zrill in “Thanks for the Memory”

The actors/actresses who performed for the Good Companions are:
Terry Ager
Lana Patterson
Zena Drabinsky

Arthur Zrill
Bill McCarthy
Alan LeBoeuf
Paul Brown

International Film Night
In September we saw the German film, “Good Bye Lenin”. At our next film night we will show the multi-

award-winning New Zealand film, Boy.

Boy is a 2010 New Zealand coming-of-age comedy-drama film written and directed by Taika Waititi.
The year is 1984 and Alamein, known as Boy, is an 11-year-old boy living in Waihau Bay, in the Bay of
Plenty region of New Zealand. He lives on a small farm with his grandmother, younger brother Rocky and
several cousins. He spends his time dreaming of Michael Jackson, playing with his friends, and making up
stories about his estranged father. Boy’s father shows up at the farm with two friends one day when Boy is
alone to dig for buried money. The two start doing many activities together, some hilarious, some
dangerous.

When/Where: Tuesday, December 17th 2019, 7 p.m. downstairs at the Dog and Duck at 5340 2nd St SW.
Running time:
Language:

88 minutes
English/Maori

This film screening is, as are all of ours, free of charge. A discussion usually follows. You
are most welcome to attend!
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A little Night Reading.
We are continuing our “A Little Night Reading” activities, where we workshop new Canadian plays.
We will read Caroline Russell-Kings play “When a Jew meets a Moslem in a Comedy” in January
2020.
If you have written a play that you would like to have workshopped, please let us know.
Notification of play names and dates of the readings will be sent through the Calgary ACTS emails as
well as our email list.

Web Page and Facebook
You can find out what is happening with our theatre group by visiting us at our web page –
www.confederationtheatre.ca. Or visit us on Facebook at confedtheatreyyc

Jokes and quotes:
The question isn't at what age I want to retire, it's at what income.
My grandfather tried to warn them about the Titanic. He screamed and shouted about the
iceberg and how the ship was going to sink, but all they did was throw him out of the
theater.
A retired husband is often a wife's full-time job.
Be nice to your kids. They'll choose your nursing home.
Somewhere an elderly lady reads a book on how to use the internet, while a young boy
googles “How to Read a book”.
"Doctor, there's a patient on line No.1, that says he's invisible" "Well, tell him I can't see
him right now."
I asked my North Korean friend how it was there, he said he couldn't complain.
Thanks for explaining the word "many" to me, it means a lot.
Don't spell part backwards. It's a trap.
Most people are shocked when they find out how incompetent I am as an electrician.
11

CTS Newsletter

No. 17

December 2019

A recent study has found that women who carry a little extra weight live longer than the
men who mention it.
I changed my password to "incorrect". So whenever I forget what it is the computer will
say "Your password is incorrect".

A FEW INTERESTING SIGNS:
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